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• Founded in 1998, North Carolina company, Raleigh HQ 

• We sell a turnkey product: Mitigation 

• Implemented 47 mitigation projects: wetland, stream, 
nutrient and buffer 

• Eight different states and USACE Districts 

Who is Restoration Systems? 



• Departments of Transportation – NC, TN, TX 

• Municipalities – Raleigh, Hillsborough, Siler 
City, Cary, Durham, etc. 

• Energy and Power Utilities 

• Airport Authorities  

• Private Developers 

• NCEEP 

Restoration Systems Customers 



Mitigation Banks in the US 

Over 950 



• Inter-Agency Review Team (IRT) convened 

• IRT chaired by the USACE  

• USEPA, USFWS, NMFS, NCDWQ, NCWRC ALL 
participate and comment 

• Timeline: minimum 18 months to approval  

 maximum ??? years 

Wetland & Stream Bank Approval 



• NCDWQ only regulatory agency 

• No role for the USACE  

• Timeline: minimum 2 months 

 maximum 4 months 

Nutrient & Buffer Bank Approval 



Neuse 01 Service Area 



Ecosystem Enhancement Program 

Homes 
Churches 

Schools 
Parking 

Lots 

Took all nutrient & buffer payments until 2008 



• 1996  NCGA created the Wetlands 
Restoration Program 

• NC’s first attempt at an in-lieu fee mitigation 
program 

• What happened? 

Why Does NC have the EEP? 



Scandal! $58m = 10 acres 



USACE Wilmington District HQ 
The Watchdog  

• The Colonel 
• The Chief of Regulatory 
• Chief’s Staff 



USACE Wilmington District HQ 
More like the Hound Dog: Asleep 



Why EEP? It’s a better name 



Working with the EEP 



How EEP views Mitigation Banks 



EEP misses the target – on purpose? 

Cripple Creek Stream & 
Wetland Mitigation Bank 

RFP #16-004357 11/16/2011 

EEP Targeted Local Watershed 



EEP Targeted Local Watershed 

Barra Farms Phase II Non-
Riparian Mitigation Bank – 

portion of the approved 
service area. 

Twice?? 



• 146,892.63 lbs of Nitrogen sold– ALL BELOW EEP FEE 

• 292,224.50 sqft of Riparian Buffer sold  – ALL BELOW EEP FEE 

• 7.2 Wetland Credits sold – ALL BELOW EEP FEE 

• 1,184 Stream Credits sold – ALL BELOW EEP FEE 

 

RS Prices vs. EEP Fees 

Competition lowers prices! 



How to Reform the EEP 



Current EEP  



EEP of the Future 


